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INTRODUCTION

Dowry — the social evil that should
have ended long ago - still haunts Indian
society. Despite legal reforms, thousands

of women lose their lives every year
due to dowry harassment and dowry
deaths. According to the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
over 6,000 dowry deaths are reported
annually in India.




What is Dowry Death?

A dowry death occurs when:

. A woman dies due to burns, bodily injury, or unnatural
circumstances

. Within 7 years of marriage

. And 1t is shown that she was subjected to cruelty or
harassment by husband or his relatives in connection with
demand for dowry.

Such deaths are treated as dowry deaths under Section 304B IPC.

Legal Provisions on Dowry Death
Section 304B IPC — Dowry Death

. Punishment: Minimum 7 years, extendable to life
imprisonment.
. Ingredients:
1. Death of a woman caused by burns, injury or otherwise
than under normal circumstances.
2. Within 7 years of her marriage.

3. Evidence of cruelty or harassment for dowry soon before
her death.

Section 498A IPC — Cruelty by Husband or Relatives




. Covers physical or mental cruelty related to dowry.
. Punishment: Up to 3 years + fine.

Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961

. Completely prohibits giving and taking of dowry.
. Punishment: 5 years imprisonment + 15,000 fine or value
of dowry.

Indian Evidence Act, Section 113B

. Presumption of dowry death — Court shall presume that
husband/relatives caused the dowry death if prosecution proves
harassment soon before death.

Landmark Judgments

1. Satvir Singh v. State of Punjab (2001)
o Explained that “dowry” must have a direct connection
with marriage.
2. Kans Raj v. State of Punjab (2000)
- Even distant relatives can be convicted if they are part of
the harassment.
3. State of Punjab v. Igbal Singh (1991)
- Emphasized presumption under Section 113B Evidence
Act.




Causes of Dowry Deaths

. Deep-rooted patriarchal mindset.

. Treating marriage as a financial transaction.

. Social pressure on women to remain silent.

. Lack of speedy justice.

. Fear of social stigma in reporting harassment.

Remedies & Preventive Measures

. Legal Awareness — Educate women & families about rights
under [PC & Dowry Prohibition Act.

. Helplines & Support — National helpline numbers (181 for
women, 1091 for police).

. Protection Orders — Victims can approach court under
Domestic Violence Act, 2005.

. Counseling & NGOs — Many organizations support victims of
dowry harassment.

. Social Reform — Collective refusal of dowry, community-
based awareness.




Example Case

Imagine a newly married woman, Priya, who is repeatedly harassed
by her husband and in-laws demanding a car as dowry. Within two
years, she dies under “mysterious circumstances” (burn injuries).

Under Section 304B IPC, her husband and in-laws will be
presumed guilty unless they prove otherwise.

Conclusion

Dowry deaths are not just a legal issue but a social tragedy. The
law in India is strong, but real change requires strict enforcement
and social transformation. Every case is a reminder that marriage
should be about love and partnership, not money and greed.




